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life’s vocation. You must have a buoyant spirit, 
a gentle touch and an infinite amount of pa-
tience. 

I would like to take this opportunity to espe-
cially congratulate one of these exemplary in-
dividuals on Guam, Ms. Barbara Gilman. She 
is Guam’s 1999 Teacher of the Year and pro-
vides her excellent skills to the students of 
John F. Kennedy High School as their Phys-
ical Education instructor. It is not enough that 
Ms. Gilman has been featured in publications 
and the media, she has also won numerous 
awards on Guam such as the 1998 Out-
standing Pacific Educator and a Resolution 
from the 24th Guam Legislature. Ms. Gilman’s 
experiences are diverse. She is not only a cur-
rent member of Phi Delta Kappa, the Guam 
Track and Field Association and the American 
Alliance for Health, Physical Education, Recre-
ation and Dance, she is also involved in staff 
development leadership activities such as the 
current chair of the Fifth Guam Teacher 
Forum, a coordinator and presentor at the 
1998 Women in Sports Day, and the 1995– 
1996 chair of the Governance Committee in 
Goals 2000. Ms. Gilman is an accomplished 
teacher and community leader. With 30 years 
of quality teaching experience under her belt, 
it is small wonder that she is being honored 
this year as Guam’s Teacher of the Year. 

I had a meeting with Ms. Gilman and she 
expressed to me the concerns teachers from 
all over the nation have expressed during their 
conference here in Washington in April. 
Among their concerns are students’ equal ac-
cess to education resources and funding, the 
improvement of teaching conditions through 
reduced class sizes and increasing access to 
equipment and communications, the encour-
agement of teacher development and leader-
ship through the creation of teacher forums 
and mentoring programs, and the promotion of 
public understanding of involvement in edu-
cational issues such as school safety and cer-
tification. 

The concerns listed by the Teachers of the 
Year are already addressed by President Clin-
ton’s plans to improve our nation’s educational 
system. With the collaboration of Congress 
and under the leadership of Secretary Richard 
Riley, one of our nation’s foremost educators, 
the U.S. Department of Education has imple-
mented the first phase of its Class Size Re-
duction Initiative, a policy that sets out to hire 
100,000 new teachers over the next seven 
years. 

In light of the recent rash of school violence, 
the Safe Schools/Healthy Students Initiative 
grant program is timely. The program would 
fund 50 communities for up to three years to 
link existing and new services and activities 
into a comprehensive community-wide ap-
proach for violence prevention and child devel-
opment. 

The teachers and children on Guam will cer-
tainly benefit from these programs, and I will 
work hard to ensure that Congress will con-
tinue to support these programs. 

Again, to America’s teachers, I congratulate 
you on this special occasion. To our Guam 
teachers, you deserve our sincerest gratitude 
for your leadership and guidance in our is-
land’s schools. To Ms. Barbara Gilman, thank 
you for your dedication to our island’s children 
and for exemplifying the values and talents of 
a true teacher and mentor. 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF 
SHEEPSHEAD BAY CELEBRATES 
CENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY 

HON. ANTHONY D. WEINER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 6, 1999 

Mr. WEINER. I rise today to invite my col-
leagues to pay tribute to the First Baptist 
Church of Sheepshead Bay on the occasion of 
its Centennial Anniversary. 

The members of the First Baptist Church of 
Sheepshead Bay have long been known for 
their commitment to community service and to 
enhancing the quality of life for all New York 
City residents. 

This is not only a festive happening, it is a 
chance for all of us to celebrate and pay trib-
ute to a group of individuals who have dedi-
cated their lives to spreading the word of God 
and to providing spiritual comfort to their 
friends and neighbors. 

Knowing that the men of the Sheepshead 
Bay Race Track and their families needed a 
place to worship, Mother Maria J. Fisher held 
prayer meetings either in her parlor or in the 
front rooms of charitable community residents. 
The First Baptist Church of Sheepshead Bay, 
which was formally incorporated by the State 
of New York in 1901, was organized on May 
21, 1899 by Mother Fisher and the Reverend 
George O. Dixon of Alexandria, Virginia. Mem-
bers who attended the Church’s organizational 
session included: Messrs. Joseph Braxton, 
Tom Greene, William Jackson and Mesdames 
Edna Adams, Jessie Bogart, Bertha Greene, 
Anne Johnson, Ida Shaw, Susie Tucker, and 
Mary Woods. Members who were not already 
Christians were converted and baptized in the 
Concord Baptist Church of Brooklyn, New 
York. 

Upon their return to Sheepshead Bay, they 
joined forces with Mother Fisher to create the 
First Mission. The site of the Mission was on 
the corner of Avenue X and East 15th Streets. 
An old ice box was used for the Pulpit and the 
members donated lamps and chairs for the 
Church to use. When it was difficult to meet at 
the Church, members would convene at the 
home of Mother Fisher, who lived at 2362 
East 15th Street. 

Mrs. Lena McMillian served as the Mission’s 
first organist while Mesdames Sarah Lowe, 
Alice Robinson, Fannie Winston, Bertha 
Greene, Fannie Brown and William Forehand 
raised their voices to the Lord in the Mission’s 
first choir. While serving as the Church’s first 
Sunday School Superintendent, Mrs. Fannie 
Winston started the tradition of providing area 
youngsters with the moral precepts that they 
would need to grow into law-abiding adults. 

The members of the First Baptist Church of 
Sheepshead Bay have long been known as 
innovators and beacons of good will to all 
those with whom they come into contact. 
Through their dedicated efforts, they have 
each helped to improve my constituents’ qual-
ity of life. In recognition of their many accom-
plishments on behalf of my constituents, I offer 
my congratulations to the First Baptist Church 
of Sheepshead Bay on the occasion of its 
Centennial Anniversary. 

CENTRAL NEW JERSEY CON-
GRATULATES JOHN STEMLER III, 
EWING KIWANIS POLICE OFFICER 
OF THE YEAR 

HON. RUSH D. HOLT 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 6, 1999 

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize John Stemler III of Ewing Township, 
who is being honored by the Ewing Kiwanis 
Club as the Police Officer of the Year on Fri-
day, May 7, 1999. 

This award is bestowed upon him by his 
peers in recognition of his constant willingness 
to go above and beyond the call of duty. 

In February of 1994, he began his employ-
ment with the Ewing Police Department as a 
Communication Operator. After graduating 
from the Trenton Police Academy Basic Train-
ing Course, he was sworn in on August 16, 
1994. 

After being sworn into office, Officer Stemler 
was assigned to the Patrol Bureau where he 
rose to become a Field Training Officer. Offi-
cer Stemler is also a member of the Police 
Department Tactical Response Team. He has 
excelled with many letters of commendation 
for his outstanding work as a police officer. 

Officer Stemler is a graduate of the Ewing 
Public School system and a lifelong resident 
of Ewing Township. 

Mr. Speaker, Officer Stemler is a great ex-
ample for Central New Jersey. I ask all my 
colleagues to join me in recognizing him. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE YOUTH 
VIOLENCE PREVENTION PACKAGE 

HON. PETER A. DeFAZIO 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 6, 1999 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, I am proud to 
introduce legislation today to help combat the 
growing problem of youth violence in America. 
I began this effort last year in response to the 
needs identified following shooting at Thurston 
High School, in my hometown of Springfield, 
Oregon. 

This legislation is designed to prevent 
youths from turning to violence by providing 
adequate crisis intervention and support serv-
ices and to limit opportunities for troubled kids 
to obtain firearms. Politicians talk a lot about 
helping kids, but when it comes to putting 
money on the table, programs that invest in 
our children continue to go underfunded. We 
must do better, or we will continue to see trag-
edies like those in Littleton, Springfield, 
Jonesboro, Edinboro, West Paducah, and 
Pearl. My package will boost funding for pre-
vention and intervention programs that have a 
proven track record for helping at-risk kids and 
families in crisis. 

Following the Thurston shootings, commu-
nity leaders, educators, law enforcement and 
medical professionals as well as Thurston stu-
dents and their families worked to develop an 
action plan identifying several grant programs 
that address specific needs in our commu-
nities. However, to develop new initiatives 
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using these grants, or to expand existing pro-
grams, an increase in overall funding is essen-
tial. This package would provide this much 
needed funding for services to foster strong 
and healthy children, families and commu-
nities. 

The causes of youth violence are extremely 
complex and there is no panacea. This pack-
age doesn’t include everything communities 
may need, but it certainly addresses some of 
the key concerns our community has identi-
fied. 

Youth Violence Prevention Act: 
Increases funding for early childhood inter-

vention programs such as Head Start. 
Increases funding for juvenile justice delin-

quency prevention programs including court 
schools. 

Increases funding for child abuse prevention 
programs focusing on community-based family 
preservation and crisis intervention programs. 

Expands the National Guard’s successful 
Youth Challenge program for troubled high 
school dropouts. 

Provides incentive grants for states to imple-
ment a 72-hour hold for juveniles caught with 
a firearm on school grounds. 

Authorizes expansion of the instant criminal 
background check system so a person who 
sells a firearm but is not a licensed dealer can 
check to see if a prospective purchaser is eli-
gible to purchase a firearm. 

Provides for a tax credit of up to $250 for 
the purchase of safe storage devices for fire-
arms. 

Requires manufacturers to provide trigger 
locks for all purchases of new firearms. 

Requires safe storage of firearms. 
f 

MY SERVICE TO AMERICA 

HON. COLLIN C. PETERSON 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 6, 1999 

Mr. PETERSON of Minnesota. Mr. Speaker, 
each year the Veterans of Foreign Wars 
(VFW) and the VFW Ladies Auxiliary conducts 
the ‘‘Voice of Democracy’’ broadcast script 
writing contest. This years contest theme was 
‘‘My Service to America’’. It is my pleasure to 
announce today that Bria Knorr, from Moor-
head, Minnesota, is one of fifty-four national 
scholarship winners. Ms. Knorr reminds us 
that the spirit of service to our country remains 
strong among our nation’s youth, and that indi-
viduals can make a difference. At this point, 
I’d like to enter Ms. Knorr’s essay into the 
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 

MY SERVICE TO AMERICA 
(By Bria Knorr) 

3,536,341 square miles, 2,807 miles from sea 
to shining sea, and populated by 270 million 
people. It’s America and it’s big. So large, in 
fact, that many people find it incomprehen-
sible to think they could serve a country of 
such vast dimensions. It causes a person to 
wonder whether or not they can make a dif-
ference in a community of so many. How-
ever, if we page backwards through the his-
tory of our country, we find countless exam-
ples of single individuals changing America 
forever through their dedicated service. 

One such man, traveling across the coun-
try as a doctor for Native Americans and set-

tlers moving west was John Chapman. He is 
more commonly associated with the trail of 
apple trees he left where ever he went. To 
this day we hear of slightly legendized tales 
of the heroic self-sacrificial acts of a man 
committed to helping settle this great na-
tion. Not only was he serving America in the 
eighteenth century, but also the many gen-
erations who would come to love his apple 
trees and his legends. 

Another guide, traveling south and north 
rather than east and west, embodied the idea 
of advocating a principle through the libera-
tion of peoples. Under the cover of darkness 
Harriet Tubman repeatedly risked her life to 
bring slaves out of servitude and into free-
dom. Her development of the underground 
railroad improved the lives of hundreds of 
runaway slaves. 

The powerful motivator and leader, Dr. 
Martin Luther King Junior, chose to serve 
his country by speaking out against the hyp-
ocritical idea that all men were created 
equal but should not be treated that way. 
Through peaceful protest, this passionate 
man drew the attention of the country to the 
injustice of segregation. His service did not 
end when his life did, but goes on through 
the idea of equality he brought to the United 
States. 

Single individuals can and have made a dif-
ference throughout the course of our history. 
But these greats are few and far between. 
Most of us never have the opportunity to 
render our services on such a scale. Are we 
worthless to our country? How can we serve 
this nation, this body of people? 

I’d been regulating pumps for six hours and 
now it was in the dead of night; the purring 
of the pumps and the swish of water being 
mopped down the drain droned on monoto-
nously as it had all night. When my family 
and I had gotten here, this couple had been 
manning their pumps ‘round the clock for 
four days just to keep the rising flood waters 
from filling their basement. Their cistern 
would fill and need to be pumped out every 
fifteen minutes and water was running into 
the room through cracks in the cement floor. 
I was tired and uncomfortable and the air 
was cold. One more hour and my shift would 
be over. My thoughts drifted upstairs to the 
exhausted couple who were getting the first 
real sleep tonight that they’d had in days. I 
thought that tonight I might have been 
home in my warm bed. Instead, I was in a 
clammy basement, fighting off sleep to flip a 
switch every fifteen minutes and mop up 
water that would cover the floor just as soon 
as you finished pushing the last batch down 
the drain. I thought of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Junior, of Harriet Tubman, of John 
Chapman. I wasn’t aiding anyone to freedom, 
I wasn’t risking my life for an ideal, I wasn’t 
improving the United States on a grand 
scale. But maybe this was grand for these 
people whose home I was protecting. I was 
doing something grand for some small part 
of the country. Perhaps that is what defines 
my service to America. For what is one foot 
in the 5,280 that make up a mile? Except that 
it wouldn’t be a mile without it . . .’’ 

RECOGNITION OF THE FIRST AN-
NUAL MEMORIAL DAY FOR THE 
GAY, LESBIAN, BISEXUAL AND 
TRANSGENDER COMMUNITY 

HON. JERROLD NADLER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 6, 1999 

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of the first annual Memorial Day 
for the Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and 
Transgender community. This special day has 
been established to remember the many who 
have lost their lives due to killings, beatings, 
and suicides that have resulted from the 
homophobic attitude prevalent in our society 
and throughout history. 

Every year, on the anniversary of the War-
saw ghetto uprising, the world commemorates 
Yom Hashoah or the Day of Remembrance for 
the Holocaust. Although several museums 
throughout the United States and Europe in-
clude exhibits recalling the homosexual experi-
ence during the Nazi era, most Yom Hashoah 
services fail to mention that part of Hitler’s 
reign of terror was the systematic attempt to 
eliminate homosexuals from Germany. It is es-
timated that, under his plan, tens of thousands 
of homosexuals were arrested and thousands 
were confined to death camps along with oth-
ers he deemed ‘‘undesirable.’’ Today’s solemn 
remembrance is part of an effort to remove 
the veil of silence about this tragic history of 
persecution and killing, underscore the seem-
ingly endless chain of hate crimes, and pro-
vide education aimed at eradicating intoler-
ance and violence against gay, lesbian, bisex-
ual and transgender persons. 

I salute Congregation Beth Simchat Torah, 
the Church of the Holy Apostles, the Inter-
national Association of Lesbian and Gay Chil-
dren of Holocaust Survivors and the many 
other religious and community organizations 
that have joined in coalition to cosponsor to-
day’s solemn commemoration of the many 
lives lost as a result of a national reaction to 
homophobia. May their lives serve as remind-
ers of the horrors of prejudicial acts of this 
kind. Let us honor their memory by committing 
ourselves to ending bigotry toward all people 
regardless of who they are or who they love. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO PETER MARONE 

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 6, 1999 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, on Friday, May 
7, 1999, the Ocean County, NJ, Democratic 
Party will pay tribute to Peter A. Marone on 
the occasion of his retirement as Assistant Su-
pervisor and Investigations Coordinator of the 
Ocean County Board of Elections. Mr. Marone 
has served in this post since 1979. 

Peter Marone has been a leader in political, 
civic and community affairs in Ocean County 
for as long as most area residents can re-
member. He was a member of the Point 
Pleasant Borough Governing Body for three 
decades (the 1970’s, 1980’s and 1990’s), in-
cluding a term as mayor from 1979–1982, and 
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